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A Warm Welcome:

Rising to the Challenge

What a delight to hear the massed bank of Town fans
singing their hearts out after last Saturday's 1 - o win

at Northampton.

After such a traumatic season to
date it is always so warming to see
such a hardcore of fans wiiling 1o
spend their hard earned money
travelling all over the country to
watch their team play.

And Saturday's victory at Sixfields
was all the mare pleasing because it
reinstalled the belief that we are a
much better side than our position
shows. On away trips | always make
an effort to pop into the dressing
room after the game to say thanks
to the lads and the smiles on their
faces and on the coaching staff after
the game said it all.

The gaffer was busily questioning
me as to who had won and who had
lost. After reeling off a number of
results - to either boos or cheers
from the players - he was then
informed by one player that
Wimbledon had won.

“Oh, yeah, what was the score?” he
enquired. *6-2, 7-5, 6-3", came the
response to howls of laughter and a
flying water bottle. At that point,
and with a water fight developing, |
decided to make a quick exit and let
the lads savour the day.

I am telling you this little "behind
the scenes’ tale to show that the
dressing room atmosphere couldn't
be better and everyone knows the
task ahead of us as we batile to get
the club into a more respectable
position in the table. Earlier this
week | had the opportunity to mest
members of our West Oxfordshire
supporters club. Thank you for your
kind invitation - | thoroughly
enjoyed the evening - and | look
forward to meeting many more
supporters at further events
throughout the season.

On Wednesday, December 20th, the
club is holding its annual Christmas
Carol Service at Christ Church in Old
Town, starting at 6:30pm. All of the
playing squad and the club
management will be there and all
Town supporters are welcome to don
their club colours and come along for
what will be a wonderful evening.

Today sees the visit of Gateshead for
our FA Cup second round tie, It may
interest some of you to know that
until 1960 Gateshead were a Football
League Club. In that year they failed
to get re-elected and were replaced
by Peterborough United.

After disposing of a League club in
the last round - Halifax Town - the

boys from the Northeast will, | am
sure, be up for today's game.

So, a2 warm Wiltshire welcome to all
the players, staff, directors and
supporters of Gateshead. We hope
you enjoy your stay with us, but as
usual, there is only one winner -
Come on you Reds!
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() o VN
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Peter Rowe
Chief Executive
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Aussies Move on to
Pastures New

On Monday Mark Robertson's short-term
contract with the Town expired and Andy
King decided his services were no longer
required and he would not be signing him on
a longer contract.

Robertson featured for the first teamon 11
occasions (five as substitute) since being
signed by Colin Todd from Burnley in
September. Mark celebrated the birth of his
baby daughter Taylor by scoring a late penalty
against Bristol Rovers in October.

Furthermore, Andy King told another Aussie
trialist, Clayton Zane, that he would not be
joining Town after spending several days with
the squad.

The Swindon bass had a close look at
Zane, who had been recommended to
him in training and had featured in
trial matches.

Recent loan recruit lan Woan has committed
himself to the Town cause by signing until
the end of the season with a view to a
permanent move.

Woan has impressed both Manager Andy King
and the Town faithful since joining on a month's
loan in early November. Despite reported
interest from, among others, Reading the former
Nottingham Forest star committed himself to
help Town steer away from the drop zone.

Join the e-mail
News List!

Swindon Town Football Club
are developing an e-mail
news list in which anyone
who joins can be sent all the
latest news.

If you would like to know
what is happening at the club
on and off the pitch, what
games are coming up, news
on players and any special
events, then e-mail jackie
Kent at: news@stfcnet.co.uk
So far the News List has been
& huge success and it has been
getting more and more popular
with you Town fans. It’s well
worth the effort just sending a
mail and be kept in touch.

Swindon Town FG
Customer
Charter 2000

Swindon Town are today
publishing the first
instalment of the Club's
Customer Charter 2000.

Please turn to page 19 1o see
how the club intends to meet
the needs of all its customers
relating to Service, Staff
Conduct, Consultation and
Information, Ticketing, Away
Supporters, Merchandise and
Community Activities.

CHECK OUT THE LATEST MERCHANDISE

WWW.SWINDONFC.CO.UK
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King, pictured here celebrating & famous
Manshieid victory aga
the League (upin 1994

st Leeds United in

Hello and welcome to today's FA
Cup second round tie against
Gateshead Football Club.

Last week's result at Northampton
Town was very pleasing for
everyone, but it was also well
deserved. We will be looking to
apply the same attitude and
performarnce in today's cup fie.

| have said for a long time now that
we will find it easier to compete if
we can get ourselves ahead in
games instead of going behind.
Against Stoke we went behind early
on and we struggled to get back

into the game. In contrast, last

week we went a goal up and the

6stic

confidence that resulted from
taking that lead was there for all to
see. When you go a goal up, you
tend to find that little extra yard all
over the pitch, players have that
extra desire and things start

going for you.

We played particularly well in the
first half and in the second, as you
would expect, we had to defend and
we did so exceptionally well.
Northampton had to push players
forward in order to get back into the
game and pushed the extra man up
front. But | don't think they really
threatened us from open play and
the lads at the back were superb,
especially as we were playing

against a good side and in difficult
circumstances.

After the Stoke game we realised
that we had to change a couple of
things and fortunately it paid off.
Malcolm and | had a long hard think
about what had been going wrong
and when things do work, it can be
very rewarding. We wanted a

clean sheet and a battling
performance with a lot of
and we got it from the
such a good feeling to win, | could
even enjoy Sunday!

s. It was

Gary Alexander's performance was
exceptional. For a young lad 1o play
as a lone striker like he did is

We are Mitel Semiconductor




“%u only have tolook
at resultsinthelast
round tosee h

magnificent. It is a role he revelled in
at Exeter and he enjoyed it last
week, finding himself in the right
place at the right time to get on the
score sheet. The nice thing was that
several players had broken with him
and any of them could have scored,
it just goes to show how commitied
the lads were and | hope that we can
show more of that today. But we will
not be taking anything for granted.
There is still room for improvement
and we will be striving to do that
against our opponents today.

The draw against Gateshead
reminds me of my time at
Sunderland - for a long while |
stayed in the town and one of my

first jobs under Peter Reid was to go
and watch a young lad playing for
Gateshead against Woking in the
Vauxhall Conference. Last week |
visited Peter Reid and some of my
old friends and enjoyed watching
their win against Everton. Another of
my old friends, Paul Bracewell (now
at Halifax), knows just how tough it
will be against Gateshead with the
Unibond side getting a tremendous
result at the Shay in the last round.

We can't afford to take anything for
granted today. You only have to look
at results in the last round to see
how good some of the non-league
clubs are and it shows how the
divide betwsen the Football League

We are www.mitelsemi.com

and non-league sides is closing.
Gateshead are a club with league
histary and league aspirations and
they have a large number of ex-
professionals in their ranks. They
are a good footballing side and it
will be their cup final. We have to
make sure that we match their
enthusiasm and attitude and we
will be striving to play like we

did last week.

Finally, may | wish a warm welcome
to the Directors, players and
supporters of Gateshead Football
Club who have travelled a long way
to be here today.

Andy King




TRAGKSUITS

NOW ON SALE ON-LINE “

Navy & white waterproof 4
tracksuits as worn by _;
the first team. |

BRILLIANT VALUE....
SIZES: YOUTHS -
MEDIUM/LARGE
ONLY £54

ADULTS - SMALL/MEDIUM/LARGE
& X-LARGE ONLY £69.99

CHEGK OUT
www.swindonfc.co.uk
FOR THE AWAY KIT AND

OTHERNEW LINES.




— § J FA.Cup st Round Stats

Compilad by Football Information Services . Telephone: 0151-632 5579

The Complete First Round Story Round 1 Top Scorers

Score Away Aftendance
2-6  Brighton & Hove Albion
Hampton
Leyton Orient
Telford United
Swansea City
Kingstonian
Northwich Victoria
Rochdale
Port Vale Wycombe W pocl B
: Northampton Ye’m\ Tovm
Cheltenhom Vaughan  Canveyisland §
Conveylsland Watson Brighton &HA
Kidderminster Williamson Southend Utd (88
Dorlington  Winston Kingstonion [8

2000-2001 First Round Figures

HomeWins____ 23 0-0Draws (== 4
AwayWins___ 16 ScoreDrawscsomes 7

BiggestHomeWin___ 6~ (Dorfingion6 Sudbury 1)
Biggest Away Win____4 Goal Margin (Aldershot 2 Brighton 6) fJ
ngbestScm-n'agMatch _ 8Goals (Aldershet 2 Brighton ) [
Lowest — 1Goal: 0-01st Game, 1-0Replay |-
nyn)tﬁ:mng Stoke City vs Nuneoion Borough) h
__1Goal, get (Piymouth Chester C2;
3 ; Southend United 2 Torquay United 1)
‘Extra-Time' chlays — 3 (E‘Gusza.w:ﬂghwgm']
Hat-Tricks

Leadbitter »—=
Pitman  wours
Richards

Talbot Hamgon

- Round ’sTop 7 Attendances

um 3,000 4,000 5,000 &um 7000 8000 9000 10,000

LighRMI vsMelwal (ot The Der) 6907 T .-
‘Luton vs Rushden & Diamonds | 5771 Total Atten: 169,495

5643 No. of Matches: 47 Lincoln City ; Northampton T ; Oldham Athletic
£5210 AveAtt: 3,606.. &abigdog! | PortVale;Recding ; Swindon Town ; Walsall; York Gty

More matches than any

call 0808 100 0101 o

UEFA Champac que FA Carfing Preamizrsihup FA Cup S¢
digita! showed more of the 1889/2000 seasnn’s foothall than any other UK TV piatform. Services sre svaidable subjsct
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The

Gateshead Football Club 2000/2001

Three major transformations in a
turbulent, yet occasionally
distinguished 7o-year history, have
created today's visitors Gateshead
Football Club.

Originally formed in 1930,
Gateshead Association Football Club
endured 43 turbulent years of
dismissals, take-overs and
replacements. In that period the
club had spent several years playing
league foothall but were removed in
favour of Peterborough United
having applied for re-election.

Gateshead Town replaced the
previous club but astonishingly
history repeated itself when South
Shields (wha had moved to their
ground in 1530 to form the club)
moved o Gateshead's International

The Tynesiders

Stadium and
the club went under
the guile of Gateshead United.
However, after only three years of
operation, the club disbanded - the
club’s third major body-blow in less
than 2o years.

The club returned in emphatic
fashion under the name of
Gateshead FC when they won the
Narth Premier League championship
in 1983 with a record number of
points and goals. The club then
became the perennial strugglers of
the Vauxhall Conference until 1598
when they were relegated back
into the pyramid of regional
football. Having finished 3rd and
sthin the last two seasons, the
club are looking to regain their
league status.

Glub FAGTS...

Name: Gatesh
Nickname: The Tvnesiders
shead Inte

Ground: Gste rmational

Arena, Capacity: 11, 75

o
Turned Professional: 1977

Record Attendance:

5, 012 v Newcastle United 1984

Giant Killers

Gateshead FC are no strangers to FA
Cup giant killing.

The club’s finest hour came in 1953
when, after beating Liverpool, they
progressed to the guarter-finals
where they were knocked out by a
Nat Lofthouse goal for Bolton
Wanderers. In the 1970's the

Tynesiders accounted for Football
League Clubs Grimsby Town and
Crewe Alexandra and were two
games away from Wembley in the FA
Trophy (four times) in the go's.
Gateshead made it to this year's
second round having beaten third
division Halifax Town 2-o with goals
from Hall and Daiton.




att Pearson became
Manager of Gateshead in
the summer of 1998, taking
charge at the International
Stadium after holding a
similar position at North
East neighbours
Spennymoor United.

Matt played most of his football
career in Australia, representing
Western Austrzlia and featuring
twice for the national side after
taking out citizenship.

He returned io the United Kingdom
at the end of the eighties and spent
a short spell at home town club
Barryhill before his seven year stint
at Spennymoaor United.

Here he helped the club to two
promotions and 11 trophy wins as
both player and Manager.

Gateshead...
Full time results (this season)...

7 Gateshead 5-0Fickiey 7/10/2000 Record win
Gateshead (0-2Emley 4/1V/2000 Recordloss

Glub honours...
Northern Premier League Champions 82/83, 85/86

FA Cup Quarter Finalists 1852/53

Football League Division 3 North Runners Up 31/32,49/50

=% 1 Next five fixtures...
Noinformation Avaitable — 3 = 3 Tue Dec 2th Whithy vs Gateshead
=1 = = = Wed Dec 20th Bishop Auck  vs Gafeshead
mr T e Ee e e [nr [ (= 22| SatDecZird Droyisden  vs Gateshead
Vs
vs

clubfacts...
Ten year record...

——

210 ] o | m:anaa-»«-n-?»-

—_— TueDec26th Gateshead Biyth Spartans

slllts Acc Stanley Gateshead
uate.c:! aStfv umr.ee o 2-12-2000 ﬁﬂszzalmml" s

= I0 b= D= 3w

Gateshead 28 Hafiown  mem  BT2000 . Edgecombe
Galeshead 1 Spenmymeore asee  15-TH2000 Bowey

Gateshead 21  leekTown e THT1-2000 Dation B

Gateshead 02 Emley (omme 4-142000 |

stfcia



The Visitors:

Paul Dalig

Influential striker who
joined the Tynesiders
in March 2000 from
Huddersfield Town.

The 32-year-old joined Manchester
United from Brandon United but
moved on without gaining any first
team experience.

He became Peter Shilton's first big
money buy at Plymouth Argyle. Paul
has also featured for Hartlepool
United and Carlisle United.

Kitchen

Signed in 1995 and has now
appeared over 200 times in
Gateshead's colours.

A central defender or full back, Sam
started his career with Goole Town
before moving to Stafford Rangers and
Frickly Athletic.

Paulis 2

Enjoyed two seasons at Leyton

Orient and another at Doncaster
Rovers followed before he joined

the Tynesiders.

e unior and
ve player. Left sided d
or midfield player who play
handful of ¢ o5 in the
Nationw
before
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7 Paul Proudlock

f3jis y
W8l Signed from

Carlisle United in
1993 for £1,800.
A skiltul player
whether in
# midfield or
= attack, Paul
represented Middlesbrough in three
divisions of the Football League after
making his league debut as a Manager
at his home town club Hartlepool
United. Made 155 appearances for
Carlisle United.

4 Graham Pepper

1 5 David Tremble

Highly rated 26
4 year old left

sided midfielder

signed from

Bristol Rovers in

March 1957.
Locally born, Steve featured for Army
and Combined Services sides during
a three-year stint in the services. He
was Gateshead's lop scorer’in his
first season with fourteen goals.

9 Steve Preen

David is on his second spell at
Gateshead following a run of nine
games last season on loan from
Conference outfit Scarborough. He is
a3 2o0-year-old former Newcastle
United junior and played for Cork City
eariier in the season before receiving
his international clearance enabling
his return to the Tynesiders.

14 Paul Thompson

Graham started his career at Newcastle
United juniors before arriving at
Spennymoor United via a spell at
Darlington where he featured

briefiy in the side that reached the
third division play-offs. Joined the
Tynesiders in 1998, but has been
sidelined much of the last two

£easons because of injury.

6 Tony Hall

Central defender, who returned for his
second spell at Gateshead from Irish
club Kilkenny United towards the end
of the 1998/99 season. Hall started his
career at Middlesbrough before joining
Tranmere and Hartlepool. A time at
East Fife preceded his first spell at
Gateshead before a retumn to the
Scoltish League with Berwick Rangers.

10 Garath McAlindon

Steve is a powerful forward who
finished last season as the club’s top
goal scorer. He joined Queen of the
South just after the start of the
current season but recently left the
Dumiries based club to rejoin the
Tynesiders for a second spell.

Striker or midfielder who returned
for his second spell at the
International Stadium on loan from
Stevenage in March 1999 before
re-signing at the start of last season.
The former Hartlepool player
featured in the epic FA Cup games
against Newcastle United three
Seasons ago.

12 Simon Bates

22-year-old striker started his career
with Newcastle United before
spending three seasons at Carlisle
United where he scored 10 goals in
70 appearances. Joined the
Tynesiders in February zooo on loan
from Scarborough where he had
notched 4 goals in 17 games.

Simon is a former Spennymoor
United central midfielder who joined
the Tynesiders towards the end of
SEason 1599/ 00.




There’s a brand new feam
at the heart of Engllsh foothall.

by pooling resources from

The FA Premier League, The
Football Association, Sport
England and the Government
into a single substantial fund

for redistribution throughout

the game. Together, we intend

to ensure that football

enjoys a healthy

Football and the Government /5588
have teamed up ina new g
partnership to provide new
lifeblood for the grass roots
of English football — pumping
financial support into the game
that's so close to the hearts of
so many. From parks pitches

to professional football clubs,
we'll be there to help everyone who future for many [ 4 ‘
loves football, providing a generations to come. . B
new generation of facilities for all - '
FootbaliFoundation
T football’s biggest supporter
5§ \;’ 1 Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Holbon, London ECTN 2ST.
i o SPORT T: (020) 7832 0100 F: (020) 78320119
iy SREhm- E: enquiries@footbalifoundation.org.uk

W: wwaw.footbalifoundation.org.uk

ULTIMATE
POWER

MAXIMUM
CONTROL

ULTIMAX

the world www.mitre.com
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COMBINATION & &

Swindon Town Res 4
Luton Town 2

Swindon Town Line up:
Mildenhall, Cabian, Davies,
van der linden , Duke, Hall,
McHugh, Alexander,

Cowe, Grazioli

Reserve League Fixtures Season 2000,/2001

Wed  16h Aug Wycombe W. 200 04
Wed  1ith Apr Ondford United 200 30D
Wed 3cthAug Brighton 200 ©1
Wed  13th Sept Bournemouth 2.00 20
Wed 20th Sept Bristol Rovers 2.00
Wed ZpthSept Chelienham 2.00 &1
Tues 3rd Det Norwich City 7:30 12
Wed urhOo Colchester 2.00 12
Mon  &thNov Peferboroush 200 20
Wed  asth How Cambridge 2.00 H
Wad 20th Nov Luton Town 2.00 H
Wed &thDec Northamplon 200 A
Wed  2oth Dec Bamet 2.00 A
Soesthend 200 H
Wibweall 2.00 H
Leyion (rient 2.00 A
Gillingham 200 H
QPR 2.00 H
E Crysis! Paizce 7.30 A
Wed 23thFeb Reading 200 H
Wad :4th Ma Brentord 700 A
Wed st Ma Bristol Gty 2.60 H
Tues 27th Mar Portsmouth 7.00 A

This game could potentially have
been quite difficult for both sides,
with the Luton team bus getting
caught for five hours on the Mg!

Both sets of players have to wait
around for long periods and so it
would have been easy for either side
to get caught out early on. Thankfully
we played very well and won the
game 4-2. Credit must go to both
sets of players because despite the
long wait, they managed to produce
a very good game. Luton brought a
very strong side with them and we
also managed to get a strong side
together, although we lost three
players to injury including Graz (who
is receiving treatment) and Steve
Cowe, who picked up a thigh strain.
Steve scored two before coming off
and he played very well, probably the
pick of the team if | had to choose
somebody. More importantly we
played very well as a team. Gareth
Hall had a good game in midfield and
David Duke adapted to his role at
left-wingback.

Overall | think we played quite well
defensively although it was
disappointing to let in two sloppy
goals, especially as we were three nil
up and 4-1 up respectively. You
always want to keep clean sheets

and so it was disappointing to
concede two but overzll, | think we
were very tight as a unit.

To score four at the other end against
a team like Luton was particularly
pleasing. We are an attacking team
and like to go forward in numbers to
create chances. During the
Cambridge game we didn't really
play as well but still managed to
create chances, but that just
highlights the problem we have as a
reserve team. We sometimes lose a
bit of impetus because we play one
week and then go another two or
three without a game. As a
consequence | have tried to bring
fixtures forward and keep the
momentum going of having one
game a week. It isn't easy but we
have tried to pack in as many games
before Christmas as we can,
therefore we have played a couple of
extra games than other sides, but we
are still top of the league. | think it is
very important to have regular games
to keep the fitness up, but the
players have done everything | have
asked of them and | have been really
pleased. We have only lost three
games and in all fairness, | don't
think we deserved to lose those with
perhaps the exception of Norwich
and so we are in a nice situation.

stfcag



Dan Chisholm:

BIB[C

WILTSHIRE SOUND
103.6, 104.3& 103.5FM

his week we saw the vast
amount of money made by
the top clubs in Europe.

hat is Football Really About?

(T1L1

-

I should use the word obscene
because clubs in the lower leagues
would virtually kill for a slice of the
Manchester United pie.

Stop and think about this - a one
hundred and ten million pound
turnover. As we stop and consider
whether the gulf is getting wider

between the "haves" and the "have-
nots” ... think about the difference
that two percent of that amount
could make to our club.

With that in mind, let's welcome
Gateshead's "Barmy Army” to the
County Ground. To me, football is
about the supporters who follow
their team through thick and thin ...
and enjoy their moments of glory
along the way. While we at Swindon
Town talk about the proposed new
stadium as the backbone of our drive
to get back to the Premiership, it
must seem 2 world away from the
Unibond Premier Division for visiting
supporters to today's match.

But, let's not forget that years ago
(between the 30's and 50's) the club
was much more well-known for its
exploits in Division Three North ...

® (]
SOCCER

Credit Card Hotline: 01793 333 778

than the mines, Jonathan Edwards
... o1 the Angel of the North!!

And - inspired by victory over Halifax
Town in the last round - they'll be
looking for another league scalp to
set up the passibility of Premiership
opposition in Round Three. In fact,
no matter which club goes through,
money could again be a key issue. If
today's winners draw Manchester
United at heme ... do you retain
home advantage ... or concede it and
play the game at Old Trafford to
bring-in much needed revenue?

| guess both sets of supporters know
it's unlikely we'd go all the way to
the final. So what? It won't even be
at Wembley this year

Dan Chisholm
Breakfast presenter

SWINDON
L TOWN
B
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“We made it very
easy for them and
we faced an
uphill battle
when we went
two down early
on. The defending
just wasn't good
~ enough. We did
have a new-look defence but even so,
you don't expect to go two down in the
first fifteen minutes.”

Andy King reflects on his side’s
defensive frailties following the poor
3-0 home defeat by Stoke City.

“We had some
chances early
and took them,
after that we
could afford to
i sit back a little
bit but the
third goal
really killed it
off. We need to play like this every
week and become a little bit more
consistent. It was a great way to
bounce back from such a bad result
against Nuneaton in the FA Cup."

Thordarson was impressed with his
side’s comfortable victory,
especially after the midweek defeat
by Nuneaton Barough.

































































































